Desperate for Answers

South Carolina teen finds them with DCH neurosurgeon
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DOB: 11/03/990

Patient Background:

Diagnosis:

elasticity to connective

Chiari Malformation
pushes the cerebellum

of symptoms including

Treatment:

long-term stability and

to undertake activities

spinal cord——resultlng in

some of the bone atthe b

The second surgery, a cran
This procedure required the use
of rib and then placing these in the skull and upper yerterbrae 10 provide
Overall Prognosis Following

of pain a8 well as increased

Patient: Maekenzie Mathis

lS—year—old female from gouth Carolind presents
read; intolerance to sound; difficulty swallowing,

at night; insomnia; abdom‘mal problems;

Ehlers—Danlos syndrome (EDS)
A collection of genetiC disorders that

tissue including

and brainstem doanard,

fusion.

that she previously

doing due 1O her condition-

cOMM

dizziness that remands her to bed; poor

of small sCrews

a chiari malformation.

and problems with balance and coordination.

surgery:
Majority of patient’s symptoms are much improved——providing alleviation
mobility, endurance and strength. Ppatient is able
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and rods as well as a2 fragment

with daily, severe debilitating headaches;
eye coordination; pain when moving her eyes toO
trouble finding words; difficulty preathing

and weakness, pain and numbness in arms and 1egs.

ffect collagen,d protein that adds strength and
okin, muscles and ligaments. patient’s EDS resulted

in Weaker-than-normal ligaments, extremely 1005€ joints and downward pull on the

A structural defect in the part of the braint that controls balance (cerebellum).This defect

creating pressure that can cause 2 range

dizziness, muscle weakness, aumbness, vision problems, headache,

This patient required two surgeries The first involved untethering the sp'me——remov'mg

ase of the spine and then, using 4 surgical microscope,

identifying and removing portions of ligament that was pulling the spinal cord dowil.

jal spinal surgery, normalized the relationship petween

the skull bas€ and the upper spine in order tO alleviate the prain stem deformation-

Dr. Fraser Henderson

is a board-certified

neurosurgeon on staff

at Doctors Community
Hospital.





